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Introduction 
Well, what a remarkable year 2009 has been, and there‟s 
still two months to go. I think for me the most positive aspect 
has been the recognition of the value of the Jew‟s harp to so 
many different groups and organisations. Folk festivals, 
academic institutions, visiting musicians, have all played a 
part in providing opportunities to share the wonders of the 
harp. This Newsletter reflects all those things, plus the 
contributions from Association members, now numbering 
over 50 (55 to be exact) – where will it all end… 
 
So, in this issue are member‟s news; international visitors to 
UK festivals, including Airtist from Hungary and Wang Li 
from France; a feature article on Scottish trump player, 
Lindsay Porteous; a personal view on 2009; a great CD 
suggestion and other purchases, plus unusual Jew‟s harp 
sightings from work colleagues. Members also keep sending 
various websites and I‟m always pleased to receive them. 
Finally, I‟m providing a number of manufacturer / seller sites, 
something a number of people have asked for – and just in 
time for Christmas! 
 
As always, I‟m interested in any concerts, references, 
photographs, you name it, that I can share with not only the 
rest of you, but the International Jew‟s harp Society 
members as well. 

Michael Wright 
 
 
 
 
 

Left: Lucy Wright with „Statue of Liberty‟ headdress 
Photograph by Ben Clarke 

 
“Most everyone East, West,  
                                      North and South, 
 Knows the thrill of the old Jew‟s harp  
                                          in your mouth. 
„Tis an art to use it to get that  
                                    fascinating twang, 
 Remember the fun the old folks had as  
                                 together we sang…” 

Obed Pickard 1927 
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IoNAJHA is set up to… 
 1. Promote the Jew's harp in 

England, Ireland, Scotland and Wales 
2. Share information 

3. Raise the standard of playing  
4. Encourage research and its 

publication  
5. Run workshops, events and 

occasional conferences / festivals 
6. Give talks  

7. Produce an occasional newsletter 
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Member’s News 

Earlier this year I heard the most amazing Indian classical 
performance ever! It featured a Jew's harp (moorsing), a clay 
pot (ghatam), a tabla, a mridangam, and a sarangi. I‟ve put 
some of my videos on YouTube, though the videos don't do 
him justice - he is amazing. The most entertaining part of the 
concert was a playful dialogue between the four musicians, 
where they took turns in order playing a series of identical 
short segments, initiated by the mridangam. And all while 
keeping perfectly on top of the rhythm, never missing a beat. 
 
The Jew‟s harp player, Sitham Paranathan, lives in London 
and is very keen to meet up with other players.  

Natalie Uomini 
----------------------------- 
 

I‟ve sent a couple of photos from a Spring-time gig. Despite 
the interesting backcloth, the occasion was for a St. Patrick‟s 
Night Celebration, not a day out at the Acropolis!! (for a 
forthcoming pantomime “Humptimus Dumtimus”!  Looked 
more like the Parthenon than the Pantheon to me, but I just 
used to teach art so what would I know?!! ) We now call 
ourselves “The Woodseats (& District) Irregulars” or WI for 
short!! . 

Dave Wood 
----------------------------- 
 

The Wright family were on Radio Ulster‟s „Folk Club‟ on 19th 
September 2009. The presenter, Colum Sands, has asked to 
play another track, so listen out this weekend: 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b007c0h6  

Lucy Wright 
----------------------------- 
 

I was teaching at SOAS summer school again this year - 
didgeridoo week course and Jew‟s harp for a day as the 
organisers promised to call the course „Jew‟s harp‟ this time 
not „mouth harp‟ as they have previously... 
 
I was also teaching harp at a number of festivals throughout 
the summer. 

Jonathon Cope 
----------------------------- 
 

The making of Naxi people's Jew's harp 納西族の口琴） 

video: Chinese Naxi minority people have 3 different kinds of 
bamboo Jew's harps. You can see the players by linking to: 

http://www.nme.com/video/id/c8GL98UGIxQ/search/craftym
onks 
 
 You'll need broadband!!!  and a fair bit of time... 

Corinne Henman 
 

 
 

 

  

 
"Percussion concert" detail from YouTube from a 
video by Natalie Uomini 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gBdHdIkWwVY  
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HsuZH1oHdog  
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O17NF1LNJmM  
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7GEGAcmcx4g  
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tKd3_G3nGxQ  

 

 
WI in concert. Photograph courtesy of Dave Wood 
 

 

  
Michael, John, Lucy & David Wright at Whitby Folk 
Week. Photograph by Debbie Wright 
 

 
Website Home Page 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b007c0h6
http://www.nme.com/video/id/c8GL98UGIxQ/search/craftymonks
http://www.nme.com/video/id/c8GL98UGIxQ/search/craftymonks
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gBdHdIkWwVY
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HsuZH1oHdog
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O17NF1LNJmM
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7GEGAcmcx4g
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tKd3_G3nGxQ
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International  Visitors to the UK 

Five international players (to my knowledge, at least) have 
played at various festivals this year either on their own or 
with their groups. 
 
WOMAD – July 
Wang Li 
Standing alone in the dark on a large stage beside a small 
table hosting a selection of Jew‟s harps and a calabash flute, 
Wang Li delivered a brave and inspired performance that 
mesmerised a late night audience of several thousand 
people. 
For the full performance go to: 
http://www.dailymotion.com/video/x8ohsa_wang-li-
chine_music  

Noel Lobley 
 
----------------------------- 
 
Sidmouth Folk Festival – August  
Albin Paulus / Yann Falquet 
Hotel Palindrone from Austria and Genticorum from Canada 
were star acts at Sidmouth, one of the highlights being a 
duet by Jew‟s harp players Albin Paulus (Hotel Palindrone) 
and Yann Falquet (Genticorum). 
http://www.hotelpalindrone.com/en/welcome 
http://www.genticorum.com/ 
 
----------------------------- 
 
Isle of White Didjeridoo festival and Oxford – August 
Áron Szilágyi  
Airtist kindly extended their visit to the UK by travelling up to 
Oxford for two concerts. Their fan-base has been expanded 
somewhat and there is talk of a bigger tour next year. BBC 
Oxford Radio interviewed them for their „Global Echoes‟, 
sadly, no longer available, but they also played an 
impromptu gig at the „Folly Bridge Inn‟, Oxford. This they 
described as one of the most enjoyable they‟d done – a 
small, intimate atmosphere, which encouraged them to show 
off their various individual skills (which were impressive) as 
well as their dynamic group sound. 
 
----------------------------- 
 
Whitby Folk Week - August 
John Wright 
Technically true, being British but living in France, John 
Wright joined the rest of The Wright Family for five concerts, 
one solo concert and a talk with Louis Killen and Jim 
Maghean on their experiences with and memories of the 
legend of Shanty singing, Stan Hugill. 
 
 
 

Wang Li at WOMAD 
Website page 

 
Airtist at the Folly Bridge Inn 
Photograph by Michael Wright 

 
Airtist interviewed by BBC Oxford‟s „Global Echoes‟ 
Photograph by Natalie Uomini 

 
John Wright, Louis Killen & Jim Maghean 
Photograph by Felicity Greenland 

 

http://www.dailymotion.com/video/x8ohsa_wang-li-chine_music
http://www.dailymotion.com/video/x8ohsa_wang-li-chine_music
http://www.hotelpalindrone.com/en/welcome
http://www.genticorum.com/
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Member spotlight – Lindsay Porteous 

Lindsay‟s website page describes him as “…probably the 
most well-known traditional Twanger (Jew's harper) from 
Scotland. He has played on a lot of traditional music 
occasions, not only in Scotland but also in the U.S.A. In 
Scotland there is an annual Jew's harp competition at the 
Auchtermauchty-festival. Jew's harpers from all over 
Scotland try to win the Lindsay Porteous Cup (regularly won 
by IoNAJHA member, Paul Anderson. MW).  
 
Lindsay Porteous is a multi-instrumentalist and has 
published a lot of traditional recordings on Jew's harp, mouth 
bow, mouth organ, harmonica, dulcichord, hum-drum, 
pennywhistle etc., but he also uses the cantarach-style, the 
traditional mouth-music as for lilting, jigling and didling.”  
 
My wife and I visited Lindsay‟s house in Culross a couple of 
years ago, which is a veritable museum of musical 
instruments collected from far and wide with, not 
surprisingly, a strong emphasis on „trumps‟. Lindsay, 
however, is not averse to creating instruments, from a „Hum-
drum‟ to a rubber-glove bagpipe. One thing‟s for sure, you 
never know what instrument he‟ll pull out of the box. 

Michael Wright 
----------------------------- 
 
Trump Trophy lost in New York fire 
In 2000 I made a trophy to be presented at the „Grandfather 
Mountain Highland Games‟, the largest highland games in 
America. It was the idea of Donald MacDonald, the founder 
of the games some forty years ago. I went to the games and 
judged the first competition in 2000. Donald phoned to let me 
know that last year‟s winner had put the trophy on display in 
his New York recording studio and it had burned to the 
ground in a fire along with the „Locharber Trump Trophy‟ – 
and the funny thing was that the chap was more upset at 
losing my trophy than his studio. I‟ve now made a 
replacement trophy (photo: right) using an old trump 
mounted on a small fret-cut marble incense burner fitted to a 
wooden base. Donald will be taking the trophy to next year‟s 
event, so if you ever go, you must take a trump and enter – 
you might just win the „Locharber Trump Trophy‟. 
 
I have an LP of blind mandolin player Kenny Hall with the 
Sweets Mill String Band recorded March 1972. Larry Hanks 
plays jaw-harp on both records and it says in the LPs notes 
that he was principal jaw-harpist with the Fresno 
Philharmonic Symphony Orchestra. I have not heard of this 
Orchestra – the only recording I have heard is "Washington‟s 
Birthday" that has j-h part in it. I don‟t know if it was Larry 
Hanks on the recording? If anybody knows more about him 
and his playing in the F.P.S.O. let us know, as little is known 
on the trumps use with a Symphony Orchestra. 

Twangs from Lindsay Porteous. 

 

 

 

 
Trophy & Jew‟s harps from the Lindsay Porteous 
collection – Photographs courtesy of Lindsay Porteous 
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A year in the life of a Jew’s harp player 

A bit mind-boggling, is the only phrase that springs to mind 
about 2009. What with becoming a part of a traditional music 
group, performing with The Wright Family and being asked 
to put forward a proposal for a book, this has been 
something of a hectic and positive year.  
 

In April I was asked to join what has become a group of four 
musicians supporting a very exciting and acclaimed singer 
from London, Sam Lee. Sam is „a resonant voiced young folk 
singer who has been seeking out British gypsy ballads up 
and down the country’. He also has a very creative bent, 
bringing together a group of musicians that are not an 
obvious combination – banjo, fiddle, bass, Jew‟s harp and 
shruti box – not to mention challenging arrangements of the 
above. He also has the ability to come up with an 
extraordinary variety of gigs, the most bizarre being for the 
Olympic Games 2012 Builders Health and Safety Awards 
dinner. More mainstream have been festivals in Ulverston, 
Sidmouth, Whitby and Stowmarket, plus concerts and Folk 
Clubs. Bumping into the other players at various clubs, we 
have been known to duet – Ed Hicks (banjo) and self at the 
„Kit and Cutter‟ club‟, Deptford, being a case in point. 
 

The Wright Family had their first festival gig, also at Whitby 
(a bit of musical gymnastics required by self between the 
Wrights and Gillies), where for the first time John, David, 
Lucy and I were able to develop a performance, exploring 
different ways of interpreting the traditional music of Britain. 
One of the most enjoyable parts of the week was the 
workshops and performance at Whitby by up to twenty 
festival goers. Their enthusiasm was inspiring – and David 
and Lucy, who were only there for part of the week, were 
disappointed not to be at the showcase, though we do have 
a video of the event taken by a mobile phone, thanks to 
Keith Wright (no relation, that I know of). 
 

On the research and publishing front it‟s been a bit of a 
mixture. An intended article „Jew‟s Harp in Colonial America‟ 
has not moved forward at all, though hopefully will be 
published by the Galpin Society Journal next year. In the 
meantime I‟ve been approached by the School of Oriental 
and African Studies (SOAS) to put forward a proposal for a 
book on the Jew‟s harp in Britain. These are both fairly 
demanding, especially for someone not academically 
trained, but well worth getting out and getting right. Anyone 
with information they think I might find useful, particularly 
regarding more recent times, please get in touch.  
 

An exhibition of my collection at the Bate Collection of 
Musical Instruments has been on display since June and will 
be on show until November. Finally, we have also been 
„collected‟. Ian Russell of the Elphinstone Institute, 
Aberdeen, interviewed Lucy and myself (with a bit of David) 
for their sound archive.  
  

All in all, a remarkable year. 
Michael Wright 

 

 
The Gillie Boys at Stowmarket, Suffolk. Ph. Ben Clarke 

 
Wright & Hicks at Kit & Cutter. Ph. Katie Weatherall 

 
The Wright Family at Folklahoma. Ph. Alice Wright 

 
Bate Collection Exhibition. Ph. Lorna Berrett 
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Recordings 

I‟ve just discovered the following CD and the members might 
want to look it out: 
The Pickard Family – who were "Grand Old Opry" stars from 
1926.  
"Walking in the Parlour" 
British Archive of Country Music 
BACM CD D084 
21 tracks, dated from 1927 to 1930 and 1 track 1947, and at 
least 10 tracks have Jew‟s harp.  
 
Two tracks are solo Jew‟s harp: 
 "The old grey horse comes tearin‟(?) out the wilderness." 
 Obed Pickard introduces himself on the recording as   
"Jew‟s harp player" 
 
 "Walking in the Parlour" – on this recording he says, "A little 
history of the Jew‟s harp – they're all made in Ireland". The 
recording ends with goodnight chimes on the Jews harp 
and an "all's well" 
  
Obtained from the BACM website: 
Pickard Family 
Walking In The Parlour 
084 
£10 including postage 
http://bacm.users.btopenworld.com/ 

Peter Hope-Evans 
 
(Just bought this CD – fabulous! Well worth getting a copy. 
Mark Poss, editor of the Jews Harp Guild Newsletter sends 
this YouTube link: 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=erUlYQaO2EM). – MW.) 

 
 

Research 

Flex-a-tone (not a Jew’s harp, but an interesting reed 
instrument. MW.) 
Here are a few details of the Flex-a-tone instrument I 
obtained last year bought as a present for Albert last 
Christmas. 
  
The instrument presumably dates from the early Thirties or 
late Twenties and is played by putting pressure on the 
tongue or reed. Hope the pictures explain it all. 

John Rankin 
 

 
 
 

 

 
Cover of Pickard Family CD. 
 

 
YouTube page. 

 

http://bacm.users.btopenworld.com/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=erUlYQaO2EM
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All you need is friends… 
It‟s always worth letting people know about Jew‟s harps. Two 
colleagues at work spotted Jew‟s harp related things – a 
local landmark and a Chinese TV programme. 
 
Wytham Woods  
Lorna Berrett is a walker who visited a local nature reserve 
in North West of Oxford spotting that it has a feature called 
„Jews Harp‟. Contacting the local NERC Centre for Ecology 
& Hydrology. I received the following: 
 
Dear Michael 
Thanks for your message.  It is actually an area of woodland.  
These days it is hard to see it, because the areas around it 
were planted with trees in the 50's/60's.  Formerly it would 
have stood out from the landscape as a patch of woodland in 
the middle of grassland.  Don't know the reason for the 
name.   
Mike 
Dr. M.D. Morecroft 
 
The web link is below, though, frustratingly, it‟s not been 
working the last few times I‟ve tried, but you might get lucky: 
http://www.wildcru.org/links/wytham/map.htm 
 
 
Chinese TV 
Two Colleagues, Keira McKee and Chris Shorten, went on 
the Trans-Siberian Express to China and were staggered to 
see Jew‟s harp players appearing on local Chinese 
television. Keira says these were, “Taken in haste, so a 
couple are very blurry, but thought I‟d include them anyway!” 
 

Michael Wright 
 
 
  
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Sequence taken from Chinese Television, September, 
2009. 
Photographs by Keira McKee & Chris Shorten. 

http://www.wildcru.org/links/wytham/map.htm
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Suppliers 

Jonathon Cope 
Jew‟s harps from Vietnam, Nepal, Yakutia, China, 
India, Bali, Laos, Kyrgyzstan, Philippines. 
Prices: from £4.50 to £35, plus postage & packing. 
I will be adding some new styles of harp to my sites as 
I’ve had a bunch made specially in Nepal and Vietnam. 
Cheers, 
Jonathan Cope  
Sound For Health  
www.soundforhealth.com  
07747 018518  
0208 4291074  
----------------------------- 
F A Schlütter (Germany) 
The most consistent of tuned Jew‟s harps at a 
reasonable price, with 30 different keys from base 
harps upwards. I use them for workshops, as it‟s not 
worth spending any less on instruments you buy in the 
normal music shop here in the UK. 
http://www.alice-dsl.net/maultrommel/engindex.htm  
Prices: €19 plus postage & packing. You also need to 
consider how you get the money to them as they do 
not (at time of press) use PayPal. Bank transfer costs 
can be horrendous, though registered, signed-for mail 
through the postal system with cash enclosed is an 
option – at your risk, of course. 
----------------------------- 
Dan Moi (Germany) 
Without doubt the most extensive supplier of different 
Jew‟s harps from around the world you are likely to 
find. They tend to be pricey, but you can find some 
very unusual harps – though you might need all 
evening to explore this site.  
http://www.danmoi.de/shop/index.php?main_page=ind
ex&language=en  
Prices: many and varied. 
----------------------------- 
Szilágyi (Hungary) 
28 different types, mostly tuned. Just about every 
shape and size you could want. 
http://szilagyi-jewsharp.com/doromb-catalog-small.pdf 
Prices: from €9.20 to €52.30 plus P & P.. 
----------------------------- 
Maultrommel Jofen 
Three types of nice quality harps. 
http://www.maultrommel-molln-jofen.at/ 
Prices: from €14.90 to €58.10 plus P & P. 
----------------------------- 
Michael Wright 
I have a quantity of Schlütter harps in „A‟, „D‟ and „G‟ 
harps that I can supply at a slightly reduced rate than 
those from the maker as I get a discount.  
Ring 07814 555464 to discuss. 
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