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IoNAJHA is set up to… 
 1. Promote the Jew's harp in England, 

Ireland, Scotland and Wales 
2. Share information 

3. Raise the standard of playing 
4. Encourage research and its 

publication 
5. Run workshops, events and 

occasional conferences / festivals 
6. Give talks 

7. Produce an occasional newsletter 
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Introduction 
 
Welcome to the second newsletter of the IoNAJHA. 
The big news is that we have a definite date for the first 
conference and concert featuring the Jew’s harp in the 
UK – though we have guests from about as far away 
from these islands as could be expected! Details below, 
but suffice to say that while getting funding has been 
tortuous, to say the least, I had one surprising donation 
from a private individual, Rene Olivieri, and another 
from a keen enthusiast, Paul Johnson, for which I am 
truly grateful. Along with a small grant from Oxford City 
Council Arts Development Fund, this has meant we 
could at least make a start.  
 

As the new editor of the international society (IJHS) 
newsletter, you should have received a copy of their 
Newsletter 4, so if you haven’t, let me know. The role of 
the international society is to support the various 
associations around the world, and, though you do not 
have to join, you do miss out on their journal. One of 
the things I’ve been impressed by is the worldwide 
interest and desire to share what is known, so I would 
really recommend joining, if you want to be part of an 
ever-growing Jew’s harp community. 
 

Items in this issue include an update on the projected 
conference, an obituary for John Campbell, Troman 
research, and a few bits and bobs. 
 
 Pa



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Photo Gallery 2 

News & views 

Girls and boys from the Sakha, photo by Leo Tadagawa 
 

Memories from Amsterdam 
Spiridon takes up the challenge! 
Roy Spurrier snapped this series of shots of S
Shishigin accepting Steev Kindwald's challeng
a note out of a big bamboo instrument, at the 
International Jew’s harp festival in Amsterdam
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Memories from Amsterdam 
Roy Spurrier’s pictorial reminiscences of Amsterdam 
include the Yakut’s in concert, John Wright’s Jew’s 
harps and the market … 
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Jew’s harp MMus 
Lucy Wright (daughter of my younger brother, David) 
has been accepted at Goldsmith’s College in London 
studying for an MMus on the khomus in Yakutia. This is 
the first time a UK academic establishment has 
recognised the importance of a musical instrument 
commonly ignored by academia, so is really good 
news. Lucy will be travelling to the Sakha-Yakutia in 
the summer to meet some of the great masters and 
some of the young, exciting players – the Jew’s harp is 
big in Yakutia! 
 

 
 



 

John Campbell  27-3-1933 – 2-10-2006 
John Campbell, one of Ireland’s foremost storytellers 
has passed away at his South Armagh home in 
Mullaghbawn following a short illness. John’s 
magnificent storytelling skills, with his fantastic 
imagination and his delightfully humorous observations, 
brought joy to those who witnessed his spellbinding 
performances. He cited his early inspiration as coming 
from older generations of storytellers from his native 

Obituary 

 

In October we heard of the death of a very 
entertaining storyteller and Jew’s harp player from 
Ireland – John Campbell. His dear friend and the 
other part of a performing duo, the Irish singer, Len 
Graham, sent me this tribute to John, which I will 
quote in full, though I have added reference to the 
CD’s where John is heard accompanying Len’s 
‘diddling’ on the Jew’s harp. 
 

Len Graham & John Campbell (right) 
Photo: unknown – from website:  

http://www.storyandsong.com/john.htm  

south Armagh, who would gather in his gran
house. The influential 1940’s publication A
Gulliam’s Foot by the local and inter-n
acclaimed folklorist Michael J. Murphy (1913 
made a huge impact on him as a young boy. J
became a close friend of Michael J. 
accompanying him on many local field recording
the department of Folklore at UCD in Dublin. 
 
In the mid 1980’s John began performing 
Antrim traditional singer Len Graham, who ha
to live in Mullaghbawn in the early 1980’s. 
John and Len formed a hugely popular par
bringing a wealth of Ulster tradition in story and
all age groups nationally and internationally. Th
together over twenty years made a s
contribution towards creating a deeper understa
shared cultural traditions in cross-communitie
many years of conflict in the north of Irelan
recorded two highly acclaimed CD’s – Ebb & F
Two for the Road. (John plays Jew’s harp on tr
will you marry me, Maggie Picken and Fishing
on Ebb & Flow and tracks The Frost is Over 
Shaskeen Reel on Two for the Road ed.). John
author of the celebrated The Ring of Gullion 
Publications 2001) on local south Armagh tradit
lore. 
 
In 1986, the Newry and Mourne District 
honoured him with the Arts Personality Award
1001, in recognition of his contributions to the
received an Entertainment, Media and Arts A
Belfast. 
 
He is survived by his wife Ethne, daughter Ma
John, Peter and Patrick and grandchildren in
and the U.S.A. 

Len

On a personal note, John was very supportiv
efforts to promote the Jew’s harp in the UK an
sadly missed.  
 
The Traditional Music section of the concer
‘Oxford Firsts’ conference (see below), will be d
to John.                                           
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Conferences, festivals, events & workshops 

SOAS, London – 8th May 2007 
‘'Unravelling the mystery of the Nguni Jew’s harp.’ 
If you miss the Oxford event, Angela Impey & Michael 
Wright will be repeating their talk in London. 

Oxford Folk Festival – 30th March-1st April 2007 
Oxford 
I performed at the Town Hall on Sunday, 1st April at 
3pm, and ran a workshop in the Bate during the 
morning to raise awareness of the conference. I was 
very pleased with the interest and hope to see some of 
the participants and audience at the end of April. 
 
To help with fundraising, we were in concert in the 
magnificent Holywell Music Room on Sunday evening, 
18th March, with two members of Fairport Convention, 
the flamenco guitarist, Raphael and the Young 
Musician of the Year finalist, Wilbur. The evening 
ended with an all-in flamenco jam, with each of us 
featuring – no pressure there then!  
Oxford Firsts – 28th April 2007 
Oxford 
The 1st Jew’s Harp Conference & Concert will be held 
on Saturday, 28th April 2007. It is an event co-hosted 
by the IoNAJHA and The Bate Collection of Musical 
Instruments, including a practical workshop, talks, a 
film and a concert. We decided to make it a one day 
affair, partly on cost grounds, but also to allow as many 
of you who can make it from distance to be able either 
to travel back after the Saturday concert, or to keep 
any overnight costs to a minimum. The Conference will 
be held at the Bate and the Concert at the Wesley 
Memorial Methodist Church in the centre of Oxford. 
The cost is £20 for both the Conference and the 
Concert, and I can supply various types of 
accommodation contacts. 
 
Responses from potential presenters and players has 
been very encouraging. In addition to the Bate 
Collection and Pitt Rivers Museum offer to 
accommodate us and give a private view of their 
collections, Spiridon Shishigin from the Sakha Republic 
is in the UK and we are exceedingly lucky that he has 
agreed to give a workshop and perform at the evening 
concert – hence the earlier date than originally 
intended. The tradition of khomus (Jew’s harp) playing 
in Yakutia is both alive and well, and Spiridon is an 
acknowledged master who has a lot he can share with 
us. His workshop will provide an insight into a totally 
different way of playing. Leo Tadagawa fro Japan and 
John Wright from France will also be there, so as this is 
the first time either Spiridon or Leo has ever been to 
the UK, let alone played, it’s a day not to be missed. 
 
In addition, Angela Impey from South Africa (living in 
the UK) and Geoff Egan from the London Museum will 
be giving talks on everything from field recordings of 
the Kwa Zulu Natal players to archaeological finds in 
the UK. Leo will show us his collection of photographs 
of players from around the world; John Wright will not 
only play in concert, but talk about world types of 
instrument and the techniques on how to play them. 
We also have Catherine le Maignan’s film ‘A Glimpse 
of Jew’s Harp’ and the visit to the Pitt Rivers Museum 
collection, so there’s plenty to do in one day!  
Leo Tadagawa – Photographer: unknown 
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Morpath Gathering – 13th to 15th April 2007 
‘Gewgaws Galore!’ 
This year sees the 40th anniversary of the Morpeth 
Gathering – and if you’ve never been, it’s a lovely mix 
of local events and competitions with invited guests. 
This year there is a special Jew’s harp concert called 
‘Gewgaws Galore!’ that features Johnny Handle (High 
Level Ranters, Michael & Lucy Wright – and we might 
even persuade Colin Ross to join us, if he’s not 
officiating in his capacity as Chair of the Northumbrian 
Pipers Association. It will be a mixture of music, history 
and (hopefully) a rare viewing of Jack Elliott filmed by 
the BBC in the 1960’s. We might even do an ‘all-in’ so 
bring a ‘G’ harp…  
 
For more information go to 
http://www.northumbriana.org.uk/gathering/  
 
If anyone wants to be part of the concert, let me know.
Trumping in Scotland 
Paul Anderson spotted Klesmatics during their 
appearance at this years' Celtic Connections playing a 
brief few bars, which is a start. His first 'real' playing, 
though, will be at Glenfarg on April 20 -21st, where 
there is always an appearance by Dave Goulder with 
his selection of miscellaneous harps.  He’ll also meet 
up with his fan there - an old dear who comes to 
Glenfarg just to listen to him play!  You can’t disappoint 
loyal fans. The following week is the Kippen Folk 
Festival, 27th. – 29th. Apr. ’07, 16:00 Fri – 10:00 Mon. 
Moorgait, Kippen For directions             | 
| 01786 870435, 07999845936, 07801 059753; BYOB / 
Food; Book a bed ahead – so if you can’t get to Oxford 
and live in the north, try Kippen. The following week is 
Girvan, apparently a hot bed of interest.  Paul has 
already had an invitation to play on a CD from Norman 
McLean, so good luck with that and keep us informed. 
f 7 



  

Conference Information 

DRAFT PROGRAMME 
(that could change) 

 
Conference at  
The Bate Collection of Musical Instruments 
09:00 – registration 
09:30 – Talk: 'Unravelling the mystery of the Nguni 

Jew’s harp: The Birmingham-KwaZulu Natal 
connection' – Angel Impey & Michael Wright. 

10:15 – Talk: 'Jews harps, an archeaological view.' 
Geoff Egan of the Museum of London. 

11:00 – Break 
11:15 – Leo Tadagawa’s journey with a camera. 
12:00 – Lunch & Film: ‘A Glimpse of Jew’s harp- - 

Catherine le Maignon. 
1:00 –  Workshop: Spiridon Shishigin gives practical 

ideas and demonstrates the khomus (or he 
can use this time in any way he wishes.) 

2:00 –  Break. 
2:15 – John Wright looks at the techniques of 

playing Jew’s harp from around the world.  
3:00 –  Travel and view Pitt Rivers Museum. 
 

Oxford 
Firsts 

Top – Nguni woman  
(photo by Angela Impey)  
Far right – Spiridon Shishigin   
Right – Lucy Wright 
Below – Michael, John & David  
 

Concert at  
The Wesley Memorial Methodist Church
8:00 –  Concert – ‘It’s just another musical instrument!’  
 

• The Yukons. 
• Traditional Music – The Wright Family.  

(This section is dedicated to John Campbell, 
storyteller & Jew’s harp player from Ireland). 

• Classical Music – including, 
Albrechtsberger’s Concerto in D with Michael 
Wright, Lynda Sayce and Baroque players.  

• World Music – Spiridon Shishigin (Sakha-
Yakutia), Leo Tadagawa (Japan) and John 
Wright (France).  

• All-in – them as wishes in a final improvisation. 
 
10:00 – finish  
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Conference Information 

Oxford 
Firsts

Promoting the Jew’s harp in the UK 
28  April 2007.  th

Conference 10am – 4.30pm  
at the Bate Collection of Musical Instruments,  
Concert 8pm-10:00pm  
at the Wesley Memorial Methodist Church.
Booking form: 
Please make cheques payable to  
IoNAJHA ‘Oxford Firsts’ 
and return with a stamped.addressed.envelope. to:  
IoNAJHA,  
77 Beech Road,  
Wheatley, Oxon,  
OX33 1UD 
 
Concessions – children under 17 are half price. Senior 
citizens, unwaged, as indicated 
 
Tickets purchased within seven days of the event will 
not be posted, but held on the door for collection 

      Numbers   

Full Con Child    Full     Con     Child 

 
Total 
price 

Conf. & 
Concert £20 £15 £10       £ 

Concert 
only £8 £5 £4       £ 

  
Total

 
£ 

Name: 
 
Address 
 

 
  
  
Telephone: 
 
Email: 
 
 
I enclose a cheque for                                                      £ 

Oxford 
Firsts 

Promoting the Jew’s harp in the UK 
28  April 2007.  th

Conference 10am – 4.30pm  
at the Bate Collection of Musical Instruments,  
Concert 8pm-10:00pm  
at the Wesley Memorial Methodist Church. 

Venues: 
Bate Collection of Musical Instruments 
Faculty of Music, St Aldate's, Oxford 
Wesley Memorial Methodist Church  
New Inn Street 
Oxford 
Pitt Rivers Museum 
South Parks Road Oxford. 
Getting to Oxford: 
Oxford is well served by road and rail networks that give 
fast and direct access locally, nationally and from 
Europe. Oxford is connected to London, the M25 and 
the Midlands by the M40 motorway. Junctions 8 and 9 
link directly to the city. The Oxford ring road provides 
direct access to the south and west coast ports of 
Southampton, Portsmouth and Bristol via the A34.Just 
an hour from central London. Both the Oxford Bus 
Company and Oxford Tube operate fast and frequent 
services linking London and Oxford, with the Oxford Bus 
Company Airline service linking Heathrow and Gatwick 
airports direct to the city. Direct trains from London 
Paddington connect Oxford by train with also direct links 
to Birmingham and the north. 
 
Traffic in the City and parking 
There are access restrictions for cars within the city 
centre, particularly for traffic coming into the centre from 
the east, along the High Street. If you require advice on 
city centre access or parking contact the Oxford 
Information Centre, Tel: 01865 726 871. For quick and 
easy access to the city centre why not use one of 
Oxford's 5 Park and Ride sites across the city. 
 
Accomodation: 
Hotels: closest - The Oxford Spires Four Pillars, 
Abingdon Road, Oxford  from £69 
B&Bs: a number on Abingdon Road from £36 
Youth Hostel:  by railway station, fro £20.95p 
All prices per night as of going to print  
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Research matters 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Fortunately a close friend of Derek is still alive and I 
have asked Louise if it might be possible for me to talk 
to him, so we might get more information on the 
workshop if nothing else. 

                                     
Site of Troman 
works in Great 
Brook Street, 
Birmingham circa 
1960’s 

 
 
 
All drawings and the photograph are reproduced by 
kind permission of Mrs G.F. Troman 
 
West Midland Makers – research update 
The Troman family material is as good as anticipated. 
Along with letters, a birth certificate, newspaper 
clippings and the odd photograph, the icing on the cake
is a copy of a thesis written by Derek Troman in 1953, 
while attending the Birmingham and Midland Institute, 
studying silversmithing and jewellery.  
 

 “‘Scatyia Pensieri’. A History of the Jews Harp and its 
Manufacture”, is exactly what the title says, and has a 
number of interesting leads as to how Jew’s harp 
making became established in the Birmingham area. 
Much of what is written has still to be corroborated, so 
I’m not going into detail. Suffice to say that Derek 
suggests that a Prussian army deserter from a 
Maultrommel making region of Germany with the name 
‘Trautmann’ brought the skills and processes to Rowley
Regis in the 18th century. Having discussed at length 
the genealogy of the Troman family with one of the 
descendants, Bob Adams, we can find no evidence yet 
that specifically pins this information down – but we are 
taking the claim seriously and Bob is digging further, 
particularly as it’s a strange story to have made up… 
More news when I have it. 
 

A chapter that is particularly useful is on the 
manufacturing process, including drawing done by 
Derek of the interior of the workshop and a typical 
workbench. These were drawn around the time that the
Troman’s gave up manufacture in the early 1950’s and 
are the only record we have of the layout of a 
workspace.  
And Finally… 
Sean Breadin from 
Durham writes –  
“a friend me once told m
of a Jew's Harp craze t
occurred in a Newcastle
high school in the early
1970s; the rougher 
elements would use the
for comic effect & 
mischievous distraction
during suitably solemn 
moments in assemblies
classes & even church 
services, the instrumen
being small enough to 
conceal from irate 
pedagogues.  One 
wonders just how locali
this craze was... “ 
 
Does anyone have sim
stories?     
 

 Troman’s workshop     
circa 1953  

by Derek Troman 

Michael Wri
March, 20
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