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IoNAJHA is set up to… 
 1. Promote the Jew's harp in England, 

Ireland, Scotland and Wales 
2. Share information 

3. Raise the standard of playing 
4. Encourage research and its 

publication 
5. Run workshops, events and 

occasional conferences / festivals 
6. Give talks 

7. Produce an occasional newsletter 
Introduction 
Welcome to the first IoNAJHA newsletter. The 
Association was formed at the Whitby Folk Week, 
2006, and is the logical progression of the bi-yearly 
workshops run there since 2002 (if my memory serves 
me well!) We are linked to the International Jew’s Harp 
Society (IJHS), and I would encourage you to join the 
international society if you can, as they produce one of 
the most comprehensive journals, providing an insight 
into the many diverse ways the instrument is used 
throughout the world. The IJHS also run a festival, the 
last having just been held in Amsterdam – more below 
– and it was there that I was elected to the Board. The 
next one will be held in four years time in Hungary, and 
the following one is likely to be in the Sakha Republic, 
Eastern Russia – where the country’s government are 
funding a purpose-built museum and research centre. 
You can find information about joining the Society by 
logging into www.jewsharpguild.org.  
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Photo Gallery 1 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Len Graham & John Campbell (right) 
Photo: unknown – from website:  

http://www.storyandsong.com/john.htm  

Leo Tadagawa’s magnificent photograph of a player from Ulch, 
is the first of a number of pictures that will appear in this 

Newsletter. If you have or come across one – send it to me… 

John Campbell 
I’ve received news that John Campbell of Newry 
Northern Ireland is critically ill. John has worked 
with Len Graham for many years and plays the 
Jew’s harp as part of his storytelling and in duet w
Len’s lilting. He’s been a big supporter of my 
attempts to establish the Jew’s harp with a wider 
audience, particularly in Whitby, giving me the titl
‘King of the Jew’s Harpers’ a few year’s back, 
something I am very honoured by. Ian Russell wr
in the notes for The Traditional Singing Weekend
Cullerlie, “As Ireland’s finest storyteller, John 
Campbell has been known ‘to make strong men 
weep with laughter’, but he is also a splendid sing
He comes from the Mullaghbawn district of South
Armagh, where he was formerly a shepherd on 
Slieve Gullion. He is also an expert ‘lilter’ (‘diddlin
or mouth music), and plays the Jew’s harp or 
trump.” With some skill, I might add. 
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Why IoNAJHA? 
I wanted from the beginning to find a name that is 
inclusive of the nations of the British Isles and Ireland – 
those titles having historical issues I really don’t want to 
get into. The great Irish singer, Len Graham, suggested 
Islands of the North Atlantic (IoNA), which I think 
answered the problem admirably. It also makes quite a 
nice logo. 
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Conferences, festivals, events & workshops 

Michael & John Wright in full flow at the         
Keith Summers Festival, London, June 2006. 

Photo: Beau Webber 

 

Festival Highlights 
Keith Summers Festival, June 2006 
I’ve been to three festivals of note this year. The first 
was the Keith Summers Festival organised by the 
Musical Traditions Club, in memory one of the great 
song collectors and a founder of the Club, and was 
held at the ‘King and Queen’ 1 Foley Street, London, in 
June. My elder brother, John, and myself were invited 
as Jew’s harp players, and we performed duets and 
solo’s of Irish jigs, hornpipes and reels, along with John 
accompanying his wife, Catherine and myself singing, 
plus a Cypriot dance tune. Photographs and short films 
can be found on http://www.kentfolk.com. 
 
5th International Jew’s Harp Festival, July 2006 
The Festival was held in Amsterdam at the end of July. 
This was the first time I had been to such a gathering of 
musicians from all over the world – and it was a real 
eye-opener. There were so many fine players of all 
styles – traditional, contemporary and classical – that 
it’s hard to know how to describe it, other than to say 
that we are joining a vibrant community where anything 
seems to be possible. I was again there with John and 
we were joined be our niece, Lucy, for whom this was a 
truly memorable experience.  
Lindsey Porteous was also a guest player, and we four 
made up the UK performance contingent (even though 
John lives in France and we played mainly Irish tunes!)   
I also began discussions with at least two of you about 
setting up this association, so this is the fruit of that 
labour.  A CD is being produced of the festival and 
likely to be out in 12-18 months – more details when I 
get them. 
Michael, John & Lucy Wright on stage at the 
5th International Jew’s Harp Festival, 

Amsterdam July, 2006. Photo: unknown 
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Whitby Folk Week, August 2006  
This is the one festival that consistently provides an 
opportunity for like-minded Jew’s harp souls to meet in 
this country. I thoroughly enjoyed each of the events 
that we attended – this time just Lucy and myself – and 
hope those of you that managed to get to the 
workshops and performances did also. I’m very keen to
see how we can improve the workshops in particular, 
so please read the piece below and respond in any 
way that will mean we can use any time allocated by a 
festival effectively.  
Michael & Lucy Wright on stage at th
5th International Jew’s Harp Festiva

Amsterdam July, 2006. Photo: unkno
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Thoughts on how to improve workshops 
Running first-timer workshops is relatively easy, but 
once the basic principles are understood, I would like 
your thoughts on where we go from there. The three 
important techniques can basically be described as 
tonguing, striking and breathing; you then have 
harmonics, rhythm and colour. If you add recordings 
and DVD’s of players showing the breadth of 
performance, there’s quite a lot there. So, thoughts on 
what is useful for future workshops, particularly if you 
can play, would be appreciated. 

Forthcoming events 
September 22-23, 2006 
Munnharpe Festivalen 2006, Rysstad,  Norway, 
Incl. Concerts, talks & safari to related sites. Che
their website for details. 
 
4th November, 2006 (provisional date) 
Big Pindrop concert in Oxford. Venue to be agree
Albrectsberger’s concerto in D, with Michael Wrig
(Jew’s Harp), Lynda Sayce (Mandora) and a sma
group of baroque players. More news when I hav
 
January, 2006  
Second chance to hear Albrechtsberger, this time
Norwich with Lynda Sayce and the Locrian Ense
again, more news when I have it. 
 
End June 2007 
I am in talks with the Bate Collection of Musical 
Instruments and the Pitt Rivers Museum, to run a
conference / festival / concert on the Jew’s harp 
British Isles and Ireland. They will supply the roo
and staffing, but I need to get the players and 
speakers, so there’s a lot to do. They will also giv
private viewing of their collection – which is aroun
pieces, if I remember right. If anyone has any tho
or can help in any way, it will be gratefully receive

Conferences, festivals, events & workshops 

The Locrian Ensemble 
Photo: unknown – from website:  

http://www.locrianensemble.co.uk/gallery1.htm  

Bate Collection of Musical Instruments 
archaeological finds 

Photo: Michael Wright 
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Research matters 

Research update 
As many of you are aware, the one aspect of the Jew’s 
harp in the UK and Ireland that has been rather 
neglected has been research into its history. There has 
been some extensive work done on its name by Fred 
Crane, supplemented by myself; a fantastic image from 
1360’s, plus a few from 19th centurt – see ‘The History 
of the Trump in Pictures’ (Crane); and its archaeology – 
see Kolltviet, Lawson & Bucknell (I have references if 
anyone is interested), but there is not a lot on 
manufacturing and sales.  Part 1 of my review of the 
makers of the West Midlands – 1800-1900, was 
published in the latest Journal of the IJHS, and I am 
working on Part 2 – 1900-1975. 
 
I’ve had some good news, however, from a descendent 
of one of the last manufacturing families – the 
Troman’s – that is looking very interesting. The curator 
of the Black Country Living Museum put me in touch 
with Louise Troman last year and she has now come 
back with some exciting information. Louise knows 
where there is a sample box, date unknown; has a 
business card of David Troman; the lease on the Great 
Brook Street Works and a booklet written by her father 
put together in 1953, which is really his thoughts on 
Jews harp manufacture. Needless to say, I’m looking to 
meet with Louise in the near future. 
 
“If you don’t ask…” 

Children’s stories 
Extract from the 1926 Edition of Charles Kingsley’s, 
‘The Water Babies’ (p158). [Thanks to Georgia Mason 
for the reference]. 
“And she took out of her cupboard… the most 
wonderful waterproof book, full of such photographs as 
never were seen. For she had found out photography… 
more than 13,598,000 years before anyone was born… 
“And on the title page was written, “The History of the 
great and famous Nation of the Doasyoulikes, who 
came away from the country of Hardwork, because 
they wanted to play on the Jews’-harp all day long.” 
“In the first picture they saw these Doasyoulikes living 
in the land of Readymade, at the foot of the 
Happygolucky Mountains, where flapdoodle grows 
wild… 
“They were very fond of music, but it was too much 
trouble to learn the piano or the violin; and as for 
dancing, that would have been too great an exertion. 
So they sat on ant-hills all day long, and played on the 
Jews’-harp…” 
After 2000 years they evolve into apes – a reversal of 
the Darwinian theory. 
 
There are a number of children’s stories mentioning 
Jew’ harps – blood-sucking fairies from Scotland; fairy 
bands and giants in Cornwall, for example. There is 
also the custom of using iron to keep evil spirits away 
when walking at night. If anyone comes across a story, 
a reference to customs or sayings associated with the 
Jew’s harp, please let me know. 

The Giant of Towednack & 
a Fairy of Eastern Green 
Drawings: Michael Wright  
 



CD’s & Websites 

 

 

Left to right: Paddy Moran, Paddy Neylan,  
John Wright, Noel Pepper & John Doonan. 
Photo: Michael Wright at the recording of  

The Lark in the Clear Air in 1974. 
 
Some CD’s worth buying… 
 
Festivals CDs 
International Jew’s harp Festival, Molln 98 (various)
CD-0513  
A two CD set with performances from players from 
around the world in Austria. My particular favourites are
Tapani Varis Ensemble (Finland); Mollner 
Maultrommler (Austria); Leo Taganawa (Japan).  
4th International Jew’s harp Festival, Rauland, 
Norway, 2002 (various) HCD 7189 
A two CD set similar to above, but with an added DVD, 
including a goat dance from Kazakhstan; dancers from 
Yakutia; dancers from Norway.  
 
Music CDs 
Lark in the Clear Air (John Wright, plus others) 
OSS CD 13  
Recorded in 1974 and now available on the Ossian 
label. Features John Wright solo on 3 tracks; John with 
Michael & David on 3 tracks and with other players on 
3 tracks, including an ‘all-in’. I recently found a photo I 
took at the recording session (right) – which I’m 
cleaning up for historical purposes, at least. 
Munnharpes Verdun (Svein Westad, plus others) 
EM3  
Magnificent playing by a world-class musician, 
supported by John Wright, Leo Taganawa & Tran 
Quang Hai. Worth getting. [MH] 
Munnharppuun (Tapani Varis) KICD 46  
Another superb CD clearly showing that the Jew’s harp 
works well with other instruments. 
Khomus (various) PAN 2032CD  
A comprehensive collection of Eastern Russian playing 
from Bashkortostan to Yakutia.  
Albrechtsberger, Contcerti per Trombula e 
Mandora (Piccolo Concerto Wien)  ORF CD 344  
The four known Jew’s harp concertos.  
 

Michael Wright 
September, 2006 
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Some websites worth looking at… 
http://www.schluetter-trump.de 
F.A. Schlültter are makers of Jew’s harps in all keys, 
and are the ones I use for workshops. 
http://www.danmoi.de 
Dan Moi are suppliers of a large variety of Jew’s harps 
– iron, brass & bamboo – from all around the world. 
There site indicates some 200 items. 
http://www.jewsharpguild.org 
The first, and still one of the most comprehensive sites, 
soon to include the site of the IJHS. The site has a 
history, how to play, info on the Guild and a shop, 
amongst other things. 
http://www.debard.nl/jewsharp.htm  
The Dutch Jews Harp Pages is another good site with 
a particularly useful shop. It’s always a good idea to 
talk to Henk, who can advise on all purchases.  
http://www.jewsharper.info 
My own information site, providing basic info. on my 
collection, techniques on playing etc., with an emphasis
on research into the Jew’s harp in the UK.  
http://www.munnharpe.no 
Site of the Norwegian group, Norsk Munnharpeforum, 
who were established in 1998 and have a membership 
of around a hundred. They hold yearly festivals, the 
next being in a few weeks.  
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